
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



GOLD MEDAL OF THE PARIS GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY 
PRESENTED TO COMMANDER PEARY. 

His Next Arctic Ship. 

A very interesting incident marked the dinner complimentary to 
the foreign members of the Eighth International Geographic Con- 
gress given by the American Geographical Society in New York on 
the evening of Sept. 14. It was the presentation to Commander 
Peary of a Gold Medal of the Paris Geographical Society in 
recognition of his long and fruitful labours in the field of Arctic 
exploration. The medal was brought to this country by Prof. 
Henri Cordier, President of the Paris Society, who, in a felicitous 
speech, spoke of the many and valuable' contributions to Arctic 
discovery that Commander Peary had made. 

The distinction which the Paris Geographical Society had con- 
ferred upon him was eloquently acknowledged by the explorer, 
who requested Prof. Cordier to convey to the Society his thanks 
for the great honour. 

Commander Peary happily chose the occasion of this presentation 
to announce to the Congress that he had just signed a contract for 
the building of the ship which will take his expedition to Greenland 
next summer for the renewal of his attempt to reach the North 
Pole. He said of this vessel: 

She will, I believe, be the ablest ship that ever pointed her nose inside the Arctic 
or Antarctic Circle. She will possess such shape as will enable her to rise to the 
pressure of the ice-floes and escape destruction. She will possess such strength of 
construction as will permit her to stand this pressure without injury. She will possess 
such features of bow as will enable her to smash ice in her path, and will contain 
such engine power as will enable her to force her way through the ice. In maximum 
dimensions— viz., length over all, breadth of beam and draught— this ship will be of 
the size of the British Antarctic ship Discovery; in displacement she will be some- 
what less; in power she will compare with oar largest ocean-going tugs. 

My plan of campaign, in a very few words, is to force this ship to the north 
shores of Grant Land, taking on board at Whale Sound the pick and flower of the 
Eskimo tribe with whom I have worked and lived so long; to go into winter quarters 
on that shore, and to start with the earliest returning light on the sledge journey 
across the central polar pack, utilizing these Eskimos — the people whose heritage is 
life and work in that very region — entirely for the rank and file of my party. 

Never before has it been in the power of a white man to command the utmost 
efforts and fullest resources of this little tribe of people as I can do, and that fact 
will be of inestimable advantage to me. 

But I will not take time with details. Next summer I shall start North again 
after that on which I have set my heart. 
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Shall I win ? God knows. I hope and dream and pray that I may. But if I do 
not some one else will; and here comes in another feature of polar efforts. 

There is no higher, purer field of rivalry than this Arctic and Antarctic quest. 

If I win, you will have another one of these magnificent tokens for me, and be 
proud because we are of one blood — the man blood. If I fail, you will try it until 
some one gets there, and then we shall have one of these for the man who wins, 
whether he bears the colors of France or England or Germany or Norway or Italy, 
and shall be proud of him, for we shall know he is a man and come of a nation of 
men, and that the best man has won. 

The hull of the new ship is being built at the shipyard of 
McKay & Dix, Verona, Me., and the utmost dispatch consistent 
with thoroughness is being used to turn the boat out by the early 
spring. The hull will cost about $75,000, and the engines, which 
are being constructed by the Portland Company, will cost about 
$45, 000. The new ship is not large, but is of ample size for the 
work cut out for her. Her principal dimensions are : Length over 
all, 181 feet; maximum beam, 32 feet; mean draft, 16 feet; full 
load displacement, about 1,500 tons. The vessel will be massive 
in structure, with stem, sternpost, keel and frames of selected 
white oak, so framed as to withstand very heavy pressures, and so 
shaped as to have a tendency to lift out of the water as the ice 
presses against her sides.. There will be two deck-houses, and the 
vessel will be heated by steam and lighted both by electricity and 
oil lamps. She will have a sufficient spread of canvas to make her 
manageable under sail alone. 



NEW MAPS. 

AMERICA. 

Alaska. — U. S. Signal Corps Telegraph and Cable System in Alaska and U. S. 
Cables and Canadian Line connecting with the United States. Scale; 1 :6,ooo,ooo, or 
94.6 statute miles to an inch. Prepared under the direction of Brig.-Gen. A. W. 
Greely, Chief Signal Officer U. S. A. War Department, Washington, D. C, 1904. 

The United States cable and land lines are shown in red and the Canadian lines 
in black. Settlements in Alaska are distinguished as merely towns or stations, tele- 
graph offices, post offices, or post and telegraph offices. The cable from Seattle to 
Sitka is 1,070 miles long ; that from Sitka to Juneau and up Lynn Canal to Skagway, 
413 miles ; that from Sitka to Valdes, 596 miles, making a total of 2,079 miles of 
cable. A wireless section, in uninterrupted operation for nearly four months, 
extends from St. Michael across Norton Sound, 107 miles, to Safety Harbor, giving 
telegraph facilities to Nome, twenty-four miles westward. The land-lines extend 
from Valdes to Eagle City on the Yukon, with a branch down the Tanana and Yukon 
Rivers to St. Michael. The total length of land-lines is 1,254 miles, and of cable, 
telegraph, and wireless 3,440 miles, with 47 cable and telegraph stations. 



